THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

JANE DOE

{a fictitious name)

c/o Cohen & Cohen, P.C.

1220 19th Street N.W. Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Plaintiff,

¥,

MASSAGE ENVY FRANCHISING, LLC

14350 North 87th Street, Suite 200
=cottsdale, Arizona 85200

Repistered Apent:

Corporations Creations Network, Inc.
3260 N Hayden Rd. #210

Scollsdale, AF 85251

-and-

ME DC, LLC

d/'b/a MASSAGE ENVY SPA
TENLEYTOWN #1210

4024 8th Street, N.IL.
Washingion, D.C. 20017

Regisiered Agent:
Business Filings, Inc.
1015 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20003

-and-
HARTAMU GEBRESELASSIE

1t} Manchester Place, Apartment 204
Silver Spring, MID 209014214

Defendants.

Civil Division

R T

Calendar No:
Judge:

17-00063512



COMPLAINT

COMES NOW TPlaintiff Jane Doc, by and through the undersigned counscl, and makes
this Complaint against Defendant Massage Envy Franchising 1.1.C. Defendant (hereinafter
“Defendant MEF"), Defendant ME DC, LLC d/b/a Massage Envy Spa Tenleylown #1210
{hereinafter “Defendant MEDC™) and Defendant Massage Therapist Habtamu Gebreselassie

{hereinafter “Defendant Gebreselussie.™) In support thereof, Plainti(I June Doe states as follows:

Parties

1. Plaintift Jane Doe is amarried adult female, in her 20s, residing in the District of Columbia,
whose nume and address are not contained in this Complaint 30 as 1o protect her privacy and
identity as she incurred injuries and damages of a sensitive nature as a rcsult of the intentionat and
negligent acts of Defendants, Plaintitf JTane Doc may be contacted through her counsel.

2. There exists good causc for Plainti (" June Doe to use a pseudonym due to the harmiul elfect
of the public disclosure of her identity and the harm inllicied by the Defendants. Plaintiff Janc
Dog’s undersigned counsel will provide ﬁe ideniity of Plaintiff Jane Doe as the need evolves, and
in accordance with the laws of the District of Cotumbia.

3. Defendant MLF is an Arivona corporation with its principal place of business located in
Scottsdale, Arizonu. Defendant MEF is a massuge and spa therapy company with approximately
1200 franchisecs located across the United States and is believed to be the largest employer of
massage therapists nationwide. Defendant MET is a franchisor, and granted a lfunchise agreement
to Defendant MEDC, its franchisee. As part of'tls franchise arrangement, Defendant MEF provides
rules and guidelines regarding all aspects of operations 1o Delendant MEDC, including but not

limiled 1o hiring and retention practices of its massapc therapists.



4. Defendant MEDC is a Disirict of Columbia corporation with its principal place of business
located at 4926 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washingtor, D.C. 20018,

5. Defendant Gebreselassie upon information and belief resides at 10 Manchesier Place,
Apariment 204, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901,

6. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant {o § 11-921 of the D.C.
Code.

7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants pursuant to § 13-423 ot; the D.C, Code
in that they caused u tortious injury by acts and/or omissions within the Disirict of Columbia.

8. This Coutt has personal jurisdiction over Delendant MEF and Defendant MEDC in that

they are registered to transact business in the District of Columbia and/or do transact business in

the District of Columbia.
9. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant Gebreselassie in that he is licensed to

perform massage therapy in the District of’ Columbia, and committed a tort within the District of
Columbia.
Factual Background
10. At all times relevanl to this Complaint, Defendant MEDC managed, operated, and
maintained a massage spa located at 4926 Wisconsin Avenue, N, W,, Washington, D.C. Defendant
MEDC opcrated its muassage spa facility in accordance with its franchise agreement with

Delendant MEF.

11. At all times relevant to this Cormplaint, Plaintiff Jane Doe was a business customer of

Defendant MEDC and Deiendant Gebresclassie,



12. At all times relevent to this Complaint, Defendanl Gebreselassie was an employee, servant
and/or agent of Dcfendant MEF and Defendant MEDC woerking as a massage thetapist. At all
times relevant to this Complaint, Defendant Gebreselassie was assigned to give massages to femals
customers in his capacity as an emplovec, servant and/or agent of Detendant MEF and Defendant
MEDC.

13, Upen information and beliel, prior to September 17, 2017, Defendant Gebreselassie
sc:hmlly assaulted a female patron while working at a Massage Invy franchise in Bowie,
Maryland.

14. Upon information and belief, Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC artanged for
Defendant Gebreselassie to be transferred to Defendant MEDC, with full knowledge he had
committed a prior sexual ussault.

15. Upon information and belief, prior to September 17, 2017, Defendant Gebreselassie
scxually assaulted a female patron while working at Defendant MEDC. With knowledge of this
second sexual assault by Defendant Gebreselassie, Defendant MEF and Delendant MEDC
negligenily retained him as a massage (herapist and then wilifully, wantonly and recklessly
allowed and arranged [or him to come into contact with vulnerable unsuspecting female patrons
for profit, including Plaintiff Jane Doe,

16. On Seplember 17, 2017, Plaintiff Jane Doe was in the final 15 minutes of her 90 minute
massage at Defendant MEDC located at 4926 Wisconsin Avenue, N W., Washington, D.C. At all
times during the massage, Plaintiff Jane Doe was undressed. Defendant Gebresclassic had placed
an eye pillow over PlainiiiT Tane Doe’s eyes. Defendant Gebreselassie then moved the sheet that
was covering Plaintiff Jane Doe’s pelvic area und licked her vagina without invitation, waring or

conscnt. PlaintifT Jane Doe was in a state of shock, and immediately began pulling the sheet up o




cover herself. Tearful and in shock, Plaintiff Jane Doe asked Defendant Gebreselassie what he
was doing, al which point Defendant Gebreselassic grabbed Plaintift Jane Doe’s hand, fell to his
knees and apologized, begging Plaintiff Jane Doe not to “tell anyone,”

17. Plaintiff Janc Doe pulled her hand away, and as calmly as she could, said “we’re done
here” and asked Defendant Gebreselassie to leave the room several times. Defendant Gebreselassie
refused to leave the room. Plaintiff Jane Doe continued to repeat over and over, “we’re done here”
and tequesting that Defendant Gebresclassie leaving the room, increasing her lone, Finally,
Defendant Gebreselassie left the room. After a period of time, Plaintiff Jane Doe was taken to a
local hospital, where she was administered a “rape kit.” She also received medicine to combat
sexually transmitted infections. It will take time Tor Pluintiff Jane Doe to lcarn whether, in fact,
she contracted u sexually transmitted infection from Defendant Gebreselassie.

18. Defendant Gebreselassie was arrested.

15, Prior to and on or about September 17, 2017, Delendant MET and Defendant MEDC
intentionally and negligently allowed Defendant Gebresclassie to have contact with its female
Ppatrons knowing that he had already sexually assaulted female patrons.

20, Delendant Gebresclassie, while an employce, servant and/or agent of Defendant MEF and
Defendant MEDC, working within the course and scope of that employment, sexually assaulted
Plaintiff Jane Doe, under the suspices of his employment duties, such that Defendant MEF and
Defendant MEDC are vicariously liable for Defendant Gebreselassie’s sexual assault upon
Plaintiff Janc Doc.

21. As a direct and proximate result of the sexual assault, Plaintitf Jane Doe suffered numerous

damages, including but not limited to fear, emotional distress and humilistion, and she will



continue to suffer snch pain and suffering for the rest of her life and she will continue to incur
medical, therapeutic, lost wages and related cxpenses,

22. The above Injuries were proximately caused by the infentional battery and sexual assault
of Defendant Gebreselassie and the simple and gross negligence of Defendant MEF and Defendant
MEDC without any contribulory negligence on the purt of Plaintiff Jance Doe.

Count I: Sexual Assault - Intentional Battery

23. Plaintiff Jane Doe re-states .and re-alleges each and cvery allegation set forth above as if
fully set lorth herein.

24. On Seplember 17, 2017, Defendant Gebreselassie sexually assaulted Plaintiff Janc Doe by
licking her vagina withoul her invitation or consent. The sexual assault was an intentional battery.

25. As adirect and proximate regult of the sexual assaull, Plaintitf Jane Doe suffcred numerous
damages, including but not limited to fear, emotional distress, humiliation and she will continue
to sufler such pain and suffering for the rest of her life and she will continue to incur medical,
therapentic, Jost wuges and related expenses. The above injuries were proximately caused by the
sexual assault and intentional battery committed by Defendant Gebresclassie.

26. Plaintiff Jane Doe re-states and re-alleges the allegations set forth above as if fully set forth
herein,

27. At the time Defendant Gebreselassie was hired as an employee, servant and/or agent by
Detendant MEF and Delendant MEDC, Defendant Gebreselassic was unfit {0 perform his assigned
duties. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knew or should have known of Defendant

Gebreselassie’s unfitness and proclivily for sexual assault before hiring him.



28. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent hiring by Defindant MET and Defendant
MEDC, Plaintiff Jane Doe suffered numerous damages, including but not limited to fear,
emotional distress and humiliation, and she will continue to suffer such pain and su(lering for the
rest of her life and she will continue (o incur medical, therapeutic, lost wages and rolated expenses.

29. Plaintiff Jane Doe avers that Defendant Gebresclassie’s sexual assauli and battery was
intentional, willful and malicious.

Count ITI: Gross Negligent Hiving

30. Plaintiff Jane Doe re-states and re-alleges the aflepations set furth above as if fully set for(h
herein,

31. Al the time Defendant Gebreselassie was hired as an employee, scrvant and/or agent by
Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC, Defendant Gebresclassie was grossly unfit to perform his
assigned duties. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knew or should have known of Defendant
Gebresclassie’s gross unfitness and proclivity for sexual assault before hiring him.

32, Through the acis and omissions described herein, Defendant MEF and Defendat MEDC
failed to use reusonable carc to avoid the sexual assauli of putrons and busincss invitees like
Plaintiff Jane Doc and were grossly negligent. Defendant MEI and Defendant MEDC were grossly
negligeni in hiring Defendant Gebreselassie when they knew beforehand he was grossly unfit to
provide massage therapy services to unsuspecting, innoccent female customers like Plaintiff Jane
Doe, Detendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knowingly harbored an employee, servant andfor
agent whom they knew had commiited sexual assault prior to September 17, 2017, and they
knowingly, wantonly and with reckless disregard for patron safety exposed Plaintiff Janc Doe to a
significant risk of serious physical and psychological harm, including a significant and foresecable

risk of sexual assault.



33, The gross negligent hiring by Defendunt MEF and Defendant MEDC and other acts and
omissions described hercin were willful, malicious, wanton, intentional and outragcous and
comstitute a reckless disregard for Plaintiff Jane Doe’s safely.

34, Plamtiff Jane Doe avers that Defendant Gebresclassie’s sexual assault and batlery was
intentional, willful and malicious.

Count I'V: Negligent Retention

35. Plaintiff Jane Doe re-states and re-ulleges the allegations set forth above as i1 Tully set forth
herein,

36. During the time that Defendunt Gebreselassie was retained as an employee, servant and/or
agent by Defendani MEF and Defendant MEDC, Defendant Gebreselassic was un(it to perform
his assigned duties. Defendunt MEF and Defendant MEDC knew or should have known of
Defendant (rebreselassie’s unfitness and proclivity for sexual assault.

37. As a direct and proximate result of negligent retention by Defendant MEY and Delendant
MEDC, Plaintiff Jane Doe sulfered numerous damages, including bul not limited to fear,
emofional distress and humiliation, and she will continue to sulfer such pain and suffering for the
rest of her life and she will continue to Incur medical, therapeutic, lost wages and related cxpenses.

Count V: Gross Negligent Retention

38, Plaintiff Jane Doe re-stutes and re-alleges the allegati::-n.s sel forth above as if fully set forth
herein.

35. During the time that Defendant Gebreselassie was retained as an employec, servant and/or
agent by Delendant MEF and Defendant MEDC, Defendant Gebreselassie was grossly unfit to
perform his assigned duties. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knew or should have known

of Defendant Gebresclassie™s gross unfitness and proclivity for sexual assault.



40. Through the acts and omissions described herein, Defendunt MEF and Defendant MEDC
[niled to use rcasonable care to avoid the sexual assault of patrons and business invitees like
Plaintiff Jane Doe and were grossly negligent. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC were grossly
negligent in refaining, transferring and re-assigning Defendant Gebreselassie to a facility which
caused Plaintiff Jane Doe to come into contact with him, when they knew beforchand he was
grossly unlii to provide massage therapy services to unsuspecting, innocent female customers like
Plaintiff Jane Doe. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knowingly harbored an cmployee,
servant and/or agent whom they knew had committed sexual assault prior to Seplember 17, 2017,
and they knowingly, wantonly and with reckless distegard for patron safety exposed Plaintifl Jane
Doe to a significant risk of serious phystcul and psychological harm, including a significant and
foresecuble risk of sexnal agsault.

41. The gross negligent refention by Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC and other acts and
vnissions described herein were willful, malicicus, wanton, intenticnal and outrageous and
consliluie u reckless disregard [or Plaintiff Jane Do’y safety.

Count VI: Negligent Superyision

42. Plaintiff Jane Doe restates and re-alleges each and every allegation sel lorth above as if
fully set lorth herein.

43. Once Delendant Gebresclassie was hired as an employee, servant and/or agent by
Defendant MET and Defendant MEDC, said Defendants became aware (hat Defendant
Gebresclassie was unfit to perform his assigned duties, Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC
knew or should have known of Defendant Gebreselassie’s unfitness and proclivity for scxual
assault. Delendant MLT and Defendant MEDC failed to supervise the conduet of Defendant

CGebreselassic.




44. As a direct and proximate resull of negligent supervision by Defendant MEF and Defendant
MEDC, Plaintiff Jane Doe suffered numerous damages, including but not limited to [ear,
emotional distress and humiliation, and she will continue to suffer such pain and suffering for the
rest of her life and she will continue (o incur medical, therapeutic, lost wages and relaled expenses.

Count VII: Gross Negligent Supervision

45. Plaintiff Jane Doe re-siates and re-alleges the allegations sct forth above as if fully sct forth
herein.

40. Once Defendant Gebreselassie was hired as an employee, servant and/or agent by
Dcfendant MEF and Defendsnt MEDC, said¢ Defendants became aware that Defendant
(rebreselassie was grossly unfit to perfonn his assigned duties. Defendant MEF and Defendant
MEDC knew or should have known of Defendant Gebreselassic’s gross unfiness and proclivity
for sexual assault. Defendant MEF und Defendant MEDC failed to supervise the conduct of
Delendant Gebreselassie,

47. Through the acts and omissions described herein, Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC
failed to usc reasonable care to avoid lhe sexual assault of patrons and busincss invilees like
Plainti({ June Doe and were grossly negligent, Defendant MET and Defendant MEDC were grossly
negligent in failing to supervise Delendant Gebreselassie when they knew beforehand he was
grossly unfit to provide massage therapy services to unsuspecting, innocent female customers like
PlaintiiT Jane Doe. Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC knowingly harbored an employee,
servant and/or agent whom they knew hud committed sexual assault prior to September 17, 2017,
and they knowingly, wanionly and with reckless disregard for patron safety exposcd Plaintifl Jane
Doc to a significant risk of serious physical and psychological harm, including a significant and

foreseeable risk of sexual assault.
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48, The gross negligent supetvision by Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC and other acts
and omissions described herein were willful, malicious, wanton, intentional and outragcens and
constitute a reckless disregard for Plaintiff Jane Doe’s safety.

Count VITI: Negligent Infliction of Emotionzl Distress

49. Plainiiff June Doe re-states and re-alleges the allegations set forth above as if fully sel forth
herein.

30. At the time Defendant Gebresclassie was acting in the scope as an employse, servant and/or
agent by Defendant MEY and Defendant MEDC, Defendant Gebreselassic licked Plainti[l Jane
Doe’s vagina during her massage.

31. Tt was foresceable (o Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC that such condust would cause
Plaintiff Jane Doe harm, which it did.

52. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent infliction of emotional distress by
Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC, Plaintiff Jane Doe suffered numerous damages, including
but not limited to lear, emotional distress and humiliation, and she will continue to suffer such
pain and sutfering for the rest nf.her life and she will conlinue to incur rﬁcdical, therapeulic, lost
wages and related expenses.

Count IX: Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

53. Plamliil June Do re-states and re-alleges the allegations set forth above as if fully set forth

herein.
34, Al the time Defendant Gebreselassic was hired as an employee, servant and/or agent by
Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC, Defendant Gebreselassie engaged in conduet that was

intentional, reckless, extreme and outrageous, -
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55, As a direct and proximate resull of the intentional infliction of emolional distress by
Defendant Gebreselassie, Plaintitf Jane Doc suffered numerous damages, including but not limited
lo [ear, emotional distress and humiliation, and she will continue to suffer such pain and suffering
for the rest of her life and she will continue to incur medical, therapeutic, lost wages and related
EXPEISCS.

Count X: Vieolation of D.C. Consumer Protection Act

56, Plaintiff Jane Doc re-states and re-ulleges the allcpations set lorth above as it fully set forth
hercin.

57. On Scptember 17, 2017, Plaintiff Jane Dee, Delendant MEF and Defendant MEDC: were
in a contractual relationship for massage therapy services, The massage services contracted for on
Scptember 17, 2017 were trade praclices as defined by D.C. Code Section 28-
3901(a)(6). Dcfendant MEF and Defendant MEDC are merchants as defined by D.C. Code
Section 28-3901(a)(3). Plaintiff Jane Doe is a consumer as defined by D.C, Code Section 28-
390 1{a)?2).

38. Plaintiff Janc Doe is entitled to the protection afforded by the D.C. Consumer Protection
Procedures Act, Plaintiff Jane Doe avers that Delendant MEF and Defendant MEDC violated D.C.
Code Section 28-3904(d) and enguged in unlawful trade practlices by representing that its massage
.sewices (goods or services} were of a reasonable standard and quality when in fact they were
not. Plaintiff Jane Doe (o her detriment relicd ﬁn said representation.

358, On and/or before Scptember 17, 2017 Defendant MEF and Defendant MEDC recklessly,
intentionally and negligently delivered consumer goods and services that were not of a reasonable
stundard and quality and proximately caused Plainti{T Jane Dee suffer numecrous damages,

including but not limited to fear, emotional distress and humiliation and she will continue to suffer

12



such pain and suffering for the rest of her life and she will continue to mcur medical, therapeutic,
lost wages and related cxpenses,
* & W
WHEREFORF, Plaintiff Jane Doe respectfufly request judgment against Dofendants in
an.amnunt to be determined at frial for the damuges she has suffered and will sufferer, which
amount is believed to be the sum of five million dollars ($5,000,000.00) in compensatory damages,

twenty million dollars ($20,000,000.00} in punitive damages, treble damages, attorncys® fees, pre-

Judgment interest, post judgroent interest, costs of suit, and such other and further relief as this

Court decms just and proper and which are permissible in the District of Columbia,

Dated: Seplember 26, 2017 RESPECTIULLY SUBMITTED,

S,

Adam I Leighton, #460184
Kim Brooks-Rodney, #405477
Wayne Cohen, #433629
Cohen & Cohen P.C.

1220 19th Street, NJW,

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 955-4529

Attornevs for Plaintiff

13



Jury Demand

Plaintiff Jane Doc, by and through the undersigned counsel, hercby demands trial by jury

of all issues in this matker.

Dated: Scptember 26, 2017

14

RESPECTFULLY SUBMILITED,

Adam Rel<gighion, #460184
Kim s-Rodney, #405477
Wayne Cohen, #433629
Cohen & Cohen, P.C.

1220 191h Street, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 955-4529

Attorneys for Plaintiff




Superior Court of the Distrlct of Columbin
CEVIL DIVISION
¥ Lralloma Aveaue, MY, Suite SO0
Washington, [n.C. 20081 Tefephone: (202) 879-1133

Plaiitiff ??“ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ

VE: C'age Nimber

Hebtamu Gebreselansie

Defendant

SUMRMONS
To the above pamed Defendant:

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Complaint, either
personally or through an atioragy, within twenty (20) days after service of this summans upon you, exclusive
of the day of service. If you are being swed es an officer or agency of the United Stites Govesiment or the
District of Columbie Govemment, you have sixty (60) days after setvice of this summerns to serve your
Answer. A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the attorney for the party plaintiff who is suing you. The
altorney's name and address appear below. If pluintiff has no attm'ney, a c:up}f uf‘ ﬂw Answer must be mailed
to the plaintiff at the address stated on this Summons.

You are also required to file the ariginal Answer with*tht: (‘nﬁﬂ.’iil’ S"u'ilu Sﬁﬂ[ll at 500 Indiana Avenne,
N.W, between 8:30 am. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Fndaya r betweén 9: l]ﬂp.m and 12:00 noon on
Sarurda}rs Yon may file the original Answer with the Court either b::fum YOI 8 -. eHTOPY
the plaintff or within five (5) days after you have served the p]alﬂ}dff,flf "y
by defank may be entcred against you for the relief d:mandﬂd m‘ﬂu}ﬁu ;

Adem R Leighton #460184

'mff'_ﬁttﬂnm}‘" e

1220 19th Street NW, Suite Sﬂ{]

Addresg Washmgtnn, DC 200 36

(202) 9554529

Jﬂiaphl:m _ '
W T T (202) B79- 4825 Yaulaz appelar au {20:2) 8764628 pour una iray : '- ;
HUE YRR, (202) 5704520 B MERANR  Fhe0T LR ATFTE (202) ATH-4626 .t’-xm-

IMPORTANT: IF ¥YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN I'HE ''(ME S?I‘aTED AHOVE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
ANSWER, YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT NOTIFIES YOU 10 DO S0, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED AGAMNST YOU FOR 'THE MONEY DAMACES OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT. [F TH!S OCCURS, YOUR WAGES MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITHHELD OR PERSONAL PROPERTY OR
REAL ERTATE YOI OWN MAY BE TAKEN AND SOLD TO PAY THE JUDCGMENT. (F YOU INTEND TO OFPOSE THIS

ACTION, DO NOT FAE TP ANSWER WITHIN THK REQUIRED TIME,

If you wish 1o talk to & [awyer and feel that you cannot afford to pay & tee to a lawyer, promptly contael one of the offices of the
Legal Aid Soclety {202-628-1161} or tha Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) for help or come to Suite SO0 &t 500
[ndiana Avetise, M.W., Fae more informetion concorring places where you may asl fbr such halp.

Seu reverse side forr Spanish wansletion
WVea 4l dorso s tradoceidn 4l cspuriol

{ the A.nswer nn,_._
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TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR DEL BISTRITO DE COLUMBILA
DIVISION CIVIL
500 Indiuns Avenue, N.W., Snitz 3000
Washington, D.C. 20801 Teléfaro; (202} 870-1133

D emaniEite
bra

omn|
Habtamu G ebresclassie

o ..']_Zr. -

CITATORIOD
Al amodichn Demandado;

Por la presente 9 |2 eiin A comparacer y se le require aniragar tna Contesmcidn 2 1a Bemanda adjunta, see en
persona o por medio de un sbogado, en el plazo de veinte (20) dins contades despeés que usted hayz recibido ests
citatorio, excluyendao ¢l dia mismo de la entrega del citatorio. Si usted esti siendo demsndado en calided de oficlal o
agente del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de Nortzaméticn o del Gollorme dol Distdto de Columida, tieoe usted
sasenta {(60) dias contsdos despuds qus usted haya recibido este citatorfo, para-entregar su Conkestacion. Tiens que
eovizrle por orvao una oopin de au Cominstacide ] abngado de lz parte demandante. Bl nombre y direccitn del
ebogado aparecen o finul de este documento, Si ol demandado to tlane abogade, tione que envierle al demandante mma
eopia de la Coniestacion por correo a la ditecrién que aparece en este Cliatordo.

A usted también se lo roquire presentar le Comtastactdn orlginal al Tribunal en Lz Oficing 5000, sita en 500
Tndizng Averrue, N.W., entra lag §:30 a.m. y 5:00 p.m., do lunes a visrnes o anira lze 9:00 a.m. y las 12:00 del mediodia
los sibados. Usted puede presenter la Contestaoidn oviginel ante &l Juez ya see entes que Usted le entregoe at
demandante una copia de la Contestacidn o en ¢l plazo de cineo (5) digs de baberle hacho la entrega al desuendants. Si
usted incumple con presentar una Coatestaoion, podria diciarse un faflo en reheldia conira vsted para que se haga
efactivo ¢l desagravio que sa busca en la demanda.

Adam R Leighton #480184 SECRETARIG DEL TRIBUNAL
Notibwo del shogado del Demandante

1220 19th Street NW, Suite 500

Poel

Ditcecion . O — e - — Su-hsmmfiﬂ'
Washington, DC 20034

{202) 9554529

Fecha
Teldfony T - —
TR TR (207} B75-4020 veuillez appeler au (208) FTR-4E28 pour une adudlon B8 o vt hai djch, by go (202} AT9-4028
RIS £ 9AN, (202) 6704028 B MNAENAID PHETCE BOTF AT (202) BTI-828 BSud-

IMPCRTANTE: 8! LISTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENMTAR UNA CONTESTACION FN LI PLAZD ANTES
MENCIONADQ, ©), 8 LUEGO 3 CONITLSTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AVISE EL JUZGADD, PODRIA
DICTARSF {1 FALLO EN RERELD[A CONTRA USTED PARA QUE 56 LE COBRE LOS DANOS Y PERIUICIOS [ OTRO
DESAURAVIO QUE 8E BUSQUE [N LA DEMANDA. ST ESTU OCURRE, PODRIAN RETENERLE SUS INGRESOS, ©
PODRIAN TOMAR 8Us BIENES PERSONALES O RAICFS ¥ VENDERLOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO, SI USTED

PRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCION, NO DEJE DE CONTESTAR 1.4 DEMANDA DENTRO DEL PLAZO EXIGIDD.

Si desea converser con un abogado y e parece que no poeds afrontar el costo de koo, Lame proms a mta de nuests oficinss del
Legnt Ald Sucjety (202-628-1161) o «] Nelshborhood Legal Services {202-279-5100) pare pedir eyuda o venga & ia Olicine 5600
del 500 tndlana Avenue, N.W., pera Informarse de otros lugares donde puode pudir ayuda al reapecta.

Vea al dorso o orlginal en Tiglée
See reverse mide for English origina!

CASUM.dac




Superior Comnrt of the District of Columbis
CIVIL DIVISION
300 Indinn Avanue, N.YY., Buwite 5000
Washington, D.C. 20081 Telephone: (202} B7Y-1133

" Plabititt
¥ &wwumbl?tﬁﬁgﬁs?p
ME DC, LLC '
" Defendeni
SUMMONS
Ta the above named Deferdant;

You are hereby summened and required to serve an Answer to the aiteched Complaint, either
petsonally or through an attorney, within twenty (20) deys affer service of this summons upen you, exclusive
of the day of service. If you are being sued as an officer or agency of the United States Government or the
District of Columbia Govemmant, you have sixty (60) deys afier service of this summons to sorve your
Answer, A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the sttorney for the party plaintiff whe is suing you. The
attorney’s name and address appear below. If plaintiff has no attnma}f, a copy of the Answer must be maited
to the plaintiff i the addregs stated on this Summons.

You are also required to file the original hnswar with ;hc Enurt in Suite 5000 at 500 [ndiana Averue,
N.W., between 8:30 am. and 5:00 p.m., Moadays through Fridays of betiveén: 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Conrt either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plaintiff or within five {3) days after you havc scrved the p]mntlﬂ‘ [f'j.l'[m fail fos file an Answer, judgment

Adam R Leighton #460184

'Nammf?]ammtfs "AlEEREY

1220 19th Street NW, Sultc 5 ﬂ{}

Addvesa Washmgton DC 20036

(202)953-4529

Tu]q:lhnrne g ; ———
SORIER, 4TS (202) 5704625 VeLkioz appolar au {202) &78-4826 pour une tRgGBGY < Bk ol Abaich, iy gon (202) 879 4828
Bl BHAR, (202) 6794508 B S &AS  rhewy Sopem ﬂ-"i'ﬁ-?- :21:21 BT _4azu .r.xum o

IMPORTANT: IF YOU FALL 10 FILE AN ANSWER WITHMN 'I'HE 'i‘IME'_STﬁ'I‘ED ABQYE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
ANSWER, YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT WOTIFIES YOU 10 DO $0, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MOMEY DAMAGES OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT. [F THIS OCCURE, ¥OUR WAGES MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITHHELD OR-PERSONAL PROPERTY OR
REAL ESTATE TCIU DWN MAY Li[' TAKEN AND S'DLD 10 PAY THE JUDGKMENT. [F ¥OU [NTEND TO OPPOSE THIR
ACTION, A 2 R TN

Tf you wish 1o tafk 1 u luwyer and feel that you cannot atfurd to pay a fee to 8 lzwyer, promptly contaet one of the: offices of the
Legal Ald Soctety (202-628-1161) or the Melghborhood Legal Sevvices (202-279-5100) for help ar come ta Sufte 5(KK1 st 50D
Indiana Avenue, N.W,, Br more tnformation concerning places where you may asf for such halp.

See reverse gide for Spanish ranalatlon
Wea 2! doiso B traduccion al capeflol




TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR DEL DISTRITO DE COLUMBIA
BIVISION CIVIL
500 IndEamn Aveticio, N.W., Swite 5000
Washington, D.C. 20001 TeMiono: (282} §79.1133

o 17-00065 12

ME DC, LLC Mimero de Capo:

o

CITATORIO
Al susndicho Demandade:

Par la. presente se le citn a comparecer y se le require entragar tna Confestacién a la Pemanda adjunta, sea sn
persona o por medio de un ghogrdo, en el plaze do veinie (20} dlas contados despuss que wsted haya reoibido este
citatorio, excluyendo sl dfa misme de ln entrega del citatorio. &1 usted estd alendo demandade en calidad de oficial o
agente del Gobierno de tos Estades Unidos de Nortedmérica o del Gobierno de] Distrito da Columbia, tiene usted
sesenta (60) dias contedos despuds que usted haya recibido este citatorio, part-entregar su Contestacion. Tieue que
eriviarle por correo una copta de sn Congeséacion ul abogado de bz parts demundants. Bl nombre y direccién del
ahogatio sparecen al final de oste doomento, Si el demandado no tiene ahogado, tisne que enviarle al damandanta ar.
copia de la Contesteciim por correo & la direccitn que aparece en este Citatario.

A usted tambidn sa la require presentar la Contestactdn original al Tribunal an la Oficing S0, sito an SO0
Indigna Avemre, N.W., entra las 8:30 a.m, y 5:00 p.m., de hunea a viemes o enfre las 9:00 a.m. ¥ las 12:00 dai mediodia
los sibados. Usted puede presentar b3 Comestacicn original amta ol Juez ya sea anies que Usted le entregus al
demzmdante una copia de la Contestacin o en el plaze de since (3) dias de haberie hecho la entrega al demandamta. 8i
usted incumple con prasentar una Contestacién, podefa dictarse un fallo en rebeldia contra usted pera qua sa hagn
ufective ol desagravio que 52 buzca en ly demanda,

Adam R Leighton #A60154 SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL
Motnhre del abopads del Detandamte

1220 19th Street NW, Suite 500_ Pu o
el — —— Subes <

Washlngten, DC 200348

(202) 8554529

Fecha
Laléfonis '
SO T (202) BTR-4E20 Veullez appalar al (202) 678-4526 pour une keduction B o e bl dieh, hiy go (2027 378-4828
BHE oA, (202) 5704528 B AR LA PR RO ASPTTE [202] 579-4028 EAMA

IMPORTANTE: 81 USTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA COMTESTACION EN EL PLAZO ANTES
MENCIONADO, O, 81 LUEGO DE CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AYISE EL JUZGADC, PODIRIA
DICTARSE 1N FALLO EN REBELDA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE CORRE LOS DAROS Y PERILICIOS U OTRG
DESACRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA, 81 ESTO OCURRE, PODRIAN RETENERLE SUS INGRESOS, 0
PODRIAN TOMAR $US BIENES PERSONALES 0 RATCES ¥ VENDERLOS PARA PACAR EL FALLQ. 51 USTED
PRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCION, NO DEJE NF CONTESTAR £4 DEMANDA DENTRO DEL PLAZ0 EXIGIDO.

8i desea cotiverser oon ub shogado ¥ I parece que no puede afranter &) costo de uno, lleme promte B una de nuestras oflcines dol
Legal &ld Seciety (202-626-1161) o ¢l Neighborhood Legel Services (202-399-5100) para pedir ayuda o venga o iz Oficina 5000
del 500 Tndlana Avenue, N.W., pata infurmarse de atres lugarea donde puede pedit ayuda al respecto.

Vea gl dorso ef oviginal en inglés
Hee wvurae slde for Engllsh origion

CAFLW.doc




Adam R Leighton #460184

Smperior Conyt of the District of Columbia
CIYIL DIVISION
300 Imdlana Avenne, N, W., Sulie S0MH
Washimgton, D.C, 20000 Telephoow: (262} 879-1133

= PlRGET
17-0006512
Vo, Casa Number
Mussuge Envy Franchising, 1LC j
SUMMONS

To the above named Defendant;

You are hereby summeoned and required to serve mm Answer to the attached Complaint, either
personally or threngh an attorey, within twenty (20) days after service of this summons upon you, exclusive
of the day of service, If you are being sued as an officer or agency of the United States Government or the
District of Columbia Government, you have sixly {60) days ufter service of this smmmons to sorve your
Answer, A copy of the Answer mugt be maiied to the attorney for the party plemtiff who is suing you. The
aitorney’s name and address appear below. [f plaintiff hes no atiorney, & copy of the Anawer must be mailed

* tu the plaintiff at the address stated on this Summons.

You are alsc required to file the original Answer with the Court.in Suite 5000 4t 500 Indiana Avenue,
N.W., between 8:30 a.tn. and 5:00 pm., Mondays through Fridays or betwezen 9:(10 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before yon serve a capy of the Angiver on
the plaintiff or within five (5) days after you have served the plaintitf. If.yoi fafl i, ﬁ]'-’- a1 Answcr,Judgmem
by default miay be entered againsi you fc:r the relief demanded ia thu"uumpjalw TN Y

L

e o BT ARG

1220 1%th Street NW, Suite EDU

Addses  wWashington, DC20036
(2{)2) 3554528 ' o

| WU MR, (207) BTO4R28 I PIBEEAAIR  rATICE TCeY ATHTI (202) 4704

Taluphmle i
AR, X R (202) 578 4828 -Viillaz speler au {202) B79-4828 pour una trpéduci

IMPORTANT: [F YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN THE TIME STATED ABOVE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
ANEWER, YOU FAIL TO APPRAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT NOTIFIES YOU TO DD 30, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED ACGAINST YOU FOR THE MOMEY DAMAOES OR QOTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMFLAIMT. [F THI8 OCCURS, YOUR WAGFS MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITH! [ELD OR PERSOMAL PROPERTY Ok
REAL ESTATE YOU OWN MAY BE TAKEN ANTY SOLD TO PAY THE JUDGMENT. [F YOU INTEND TO OPPOSE THIS

ACTION, DO MOT AL T ANSWER WITHIN THE REQUIRED TIME.
1fyou wish to 1alk to a [awyer and feel that you cannat at¥ord to pay a fos to & lawyer, promptly contact ons of the offices of the

. Lupd] Ald Society (202-628-1141) or the Neighbothood Legal Services (202-275-31400) for help or oome to Sulie 5000 at 500

Indiung Avenue, M.W., for more information concerming places whess vou may sl for such belp.

Sea reverse sice for Spanish translation
Ver al dorso {a tradwceidn al espafiol




TRIBUNAL, SUPERIOR DEL DISTRITO DE COLUMBILA
DIVISION CIVIL
S0 InMann Avemus, N.W,, Salie 5000
Washington, D.C. 20001, Tedéfono; (242) 3791133

Gonira
Massage Envy Franchising, LLC Niimera de Casor

Dertandantn 170006312

- D."_ = 7 -

CITATORIO
Al ausodicho Demandado:

Por la presents 8o [8 cits 8 comparecsr ¥ se i require entrogar una Contestuclon a la Demandn adjunta, ssa en
portona o por edio de um abogado, en 8l plazo de veinte (20} dias contados después que vsted hayw recibido aste
chiatorio, sxcluyendo gl dia mismo de la entrega del cltatode. Si usted estd siendo demeandado en calided de ofivial ¢
agenie dal Gobiemo de los Estados Unidos de Noctsamérics o del Gobierno del Distrito dé Columbia, tiene usted
uegemien (60) dfas contados despuds que usted haya recibido este citaiorio, parentregar su Contestacion. Tiepe que
emviatle por corted una copia de su Contestacion sl abogado de la parte demandarte. Bl nombre y direccién del
zhogade aparecen ul final de este documento, Si sl dsmandado no tiene abogado, tione qus enviztle al demandaniz una
copia de la Confestacidn por cosreo a Ia direccion que aparece an ests Citatgrio.

A usted 1mbién se le require presentar la Contestecidn arlglngl al Tribumal en la Oficing $200, sito en 500
Indizana Avenue, N.W,, entre lag 8:30 a.umn. ¥ 5:00 p.m., de lunes a vieencs o entre las 9:00 a.m. ¥ tas 12:00 dol medicdla
los sdbades. Usted puede presentar la Contestacién otlginal ante el Juez yz sea mntes que Usted le entrogue sl
demandatte una copia de la Comtesincion o en ol plazg de cince (5} dias de haberls hecho ta entrega al domandante. St
oeted incumple con presentar una Contestacidn, podriy dictarse un fallo en rebsldia conira uwed peva que se hege
efectivo el desegravio que a& busca en o demands.

Adarmn R Leighton #460184 JECRETARK) DEL TRIBUNAL
Noribte del abogado del Demandante
1220 19th Streat NW Sufce E'II}U Por: L o
Direesion o . Subsecretarin
Wﬂshl.ngton, DC 2(]'!)3{'-"
(202) 9554529 Facha
e PRz . . S —
MERR, LTS [202) 5704628 Vaidez mppnlar ay (202) 8754078 powr une tRoucton £ of i bl dich, hity goi {202) OTS-4HIA
S MMWAR, (202 6704228 B BN AR PREICY 59 A1 (202) BTO-4028 R

[MPORTANTE: SI UBTED TMCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA CONTESTACIOM EN EL PLAFD ANTES
MENCIONADG, O, SI LUEGO DI CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDD LE A¥ISE EL JUZGADO, PODRIA
DICTARSE UN FALLQ FN RERRL.DIA CONTRA USTED PARA QLK SE LE COBRE LOS DANOS ¥ FERIICIOS U OTRD
DESAGRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA, 8I ESTO OCURRE, PODRIAN RETENERLE SUS INCIRESOS, O
PODRIAN I'OMAR SUS BIENES PERSONALES O RAICES ¥ VENDERLDS PARA PAGAR EL FALLD. SI USTED
PRETENDE OPONERSE A BSTA ACCION, N1 DEIE DE CONTESTAR 1A DEMANDA DENTRO BEL PLAZO EXNGDO),

8| descn converser con un shogado y le parese qua no puede afrontar el costo de une, leme prorko B wia de nossias oficimss dol
Legal Ald Society (202-628-1161) o o Maighbochoed Legal Services {202-279-3 100} para pedit syudn o venga a la Oficina 5000
del 500 Indiana Avenue, N, paca informerse de otros hagarcs donds puede padir ayude al respecto.

Ver al dorso el origlngl an inglss
Bae roverse sida for Epglish origing!
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""" Superior Court of the District of Columbia
| CIVIL DIVISION - CIVIL ACTIONS BRANCH

INFORMATION SHEET
Massage Envy Franchising, LLC, et al. O One of the defendants is being sued
in their official capacity.
Name: (please print) . Relationship to Lawsuit
Adam R Leighton Attormey for Plaintiff
Firm Name:;
Cohen & Cohen, PC G el (Pro Se)
Telephone No.: Six digit Unified Bar No.:
{202) 955 4525 460184
TYPE OF CASE: [ Non-Jury 6 Person Jury O 12 Person Tury
Demand:$ Other:

PENDING CASE(S) RELATED TO THE ACTION BEING FILED
Case No.: Judge: Calendar #:
Case No,; Tudge: Calendar #:

NATURE OF SUTT: {Check One Box Only)

A CONTRACTS COLLECTION CASES
O 1 Breach of Contract [] 07 Petsonal Property [1 14 Under $25,000 PItf. Grants Consent
O 02 Breach of Warranty [ 09 Real Property-Real Estate i1 16 Under $25,000 Consent Denied
[} 06 Negotiable Instrinment O 12 Specific Performance O 17 OVER $25,000 PItf. Grants Consent
0 15

B. PROPERTY TORTS
O 01 Awternabile O 02 Destruction of Private Property O] 05 Trespass
[J 02 Conversion ] 04 Preperty Damage 3 06 Traffic Adjudication
[ 07 Shoplifting, D.C. Code § 27-102(a)

C. PERSONAL TORTS
O 01 Abuse of Process 0 05 Harassment O 17 Personal Injury - {Nut Awtomohile,
O 02 Alienation of Affection [] 10 Invasion of Privacy Not Malpractice)
O 03 Assault and Battery []11 Libel and Slander 118 Wrongful Death (Not malpractioc)
¥ 04 Autemobile-Personal Injury | £ 12 Malfcfcus Interf'erepce 019 Wrongful Eviction
[J 05 Deceit (Misrepresentation) mRk: Malicious Prosecution [J20 Friendly Suit
O 06 False Accusation [T 14 Malpractice Legal []21 Asbestos
O 97 False Arrest O 15 Malpraciice Medizal gnewcs wiangal ity |27 Toxic/Mass Torts
O 08 Fraud O 16 Negligence-(Not Automohbile, [123 Tabacco
Mot Malpractice) []24 Lead Paint

SEE REVERSE SIDE AND CHECK HERE L] 1F USED

L -qus Detober 2001



INFORMATION SHEET, Continued

D. OTHERS
I.

O 01 Acoounting
O 02 At Before Judgment
[] ¢4 Condemnation {Emin. Domuin)
£1 05 Ejectment
O 07 Insurance/Subrogation
Under $25,000 THE,
Grants Consent
O 08 Quiet Title
L] 09 Special Writ"Wartants
DC Code § 11-941

O 10 T.R.O./Mjunctian

+ [ 11 Writ of Replevin

I 12 Exforce Meachanics Lien

1 16 Declaratory Tudgment

O 17 Merit Persomnel Act (OFEA)
{D.C. Code Title 1, Chapter 6}

O 18 Froduct Liability

O 24 Application to Confirm, Modify,

Wacate Arbitration Awand
(InC. Code § 16-4315)

[] 25 Liens: Tax/Water Consent Grartod
[ 26 Insurance/Subrogation
TUnder 523,000 Consent Denied
O 27 Insurance/Subrogation
Orver 525,000
O 28 Motion to Confirm Arbitration
Avward (Collection Cases Only)
O 26 Merit Perzonnel Aet (OTTR)

¢ T 30 Licns: TawWater Consent Denied

003 Change of Name

Q06 boreign Tudgment

[J13 Correction of Birth Certificate

[] 14 Correction of Marriage
Crriilicats

[ 15 Libel of Information
[ 19 Enter Administrative Order as
Judgment |D.C. Code §
21802030 or 32-1519(a)]
[0 20 Master Meter {D.C. Code §
42-3301, et seq.)

[ 21 Petition for Subpoena
[Rule 2%-T (b))

[] 22 Release Mechanics Licn

[0 23 Rule 27 (a)(1)
(Perpetuate Testimony)

For individuals not tepresented by an attorney: ( ) [ acknowledge receipt of the Civil Actions Pro Se Handbook.

o )~
Signature Drate

L -IE st b ZH O

ETIES




SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLIUMBIA
CIVIL DIVISION
Civil Actions Branch
S Taglisny Avenue, N.W., Suite 5000, Washington, InC. 20001
Tefephone: (02 8791133 « Welsite: wwwdeenacts. poy

JANE BDOE
V. CA No 2017 CAGO&512B
MESSAGE ENVY FRANCHISING, LLC

INITIAL ORDER AND ADDENDLIM

Pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-906 and District of Columbia Superior Court Rule of Civil Procedure
{*“Super. CL. Civ. R 40-1, it iz hereby ORDERED as fillows:

(1) Elective this date, this case has assigned to the individual calendar designated below. All future filings
in this case shall bear (he calendar number and the judge’s name beneath the case number in the caption. On
filing any motion or paper related thereto, one copy (for the judge) must be delivered to the Clerk along with the
original.

(2) Within 60 days of the filing of the complaint, plainilf must e proof of serving on each delendant:
copies of the summons, the cotmplaint, and this Initial Order and Addendum. As (o any defendant for whom
such proof of service has not been- filed, the Complaint will be dismizsed without prejudice [or want of
prosecution unless the lime [or serving the defendant has been extended as provided in Super. Ct. Civ. R, 4{m).

(3) Witlun 21 days of service as described above, except as otherwize noted in Super, Ct. Civ, R, 12, each
defendant must respond to the complaind by filing an answer or other responsive pleading. As to the defendant
who has failed 1o respond, a default and judgment will be entered unless the time to respond has been exlended
as provided in Super, Ct. Civ. R 55(a).

(4) At the time and place noted below, all counsel and unrepresentcd parties shall appear before the
assigned judge at an inital scheduling and settlement conference to discuss the possibiliies of settlement and to
egtablish a achedule for the completion of all proceedings, including, normally, either mediation, case evaluation,
or arbitration. Counsel shail discuss with their clicnts prior to the conference whether the clients are agreeable Lo
binding or non-binding arbitration. This order is the only notice that partics and counsel will receive
concerning this Conference.

{5) Upen advice that the date noted below is inconvenient for any party or counsel, the Quality Review
Rranch (202) §75-1750 may continue the Conference gnce, with the consent of all parties, to either of the two
succeeding Fridays. Request must be made not less than seven business days before the scheduling conference
date,

No other contimuance of the conference will be granted except upon motion for good cause shown

{63 Parties are regponsible for obtaining and complying with all requirements of the General Order for Civil
cascs, each judee’s Supplement to the Geueral Order and the General Mediation Order. Copies of these orders
are gvailable i the Courtroom and on the Court’s wehsite http-/fwww dccourts. gov/,

Chief Judge Robert H. Morin

Case Assigned 100 Judge TLORENCE Y PAN
Datc:  September 26, 2017
lnitial Conference; 930 am, Friday, Jauuary 12, 2018
Location: Courtroomn 415
500 Indiana Avenue NW.
WASHINGTON, DC 20001

CATO-G0




ADDENDUM 10O INITIAL ORDER AFFECTING
ALL MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CASES

In accordance with the Medical Malpractice Proceedings Act ol 2006, D.C. Code § 16-2801,
et seq. (2007 Winter Supp.), "[alficr an action is filed in the court against & healtheare provider
alleging medical malpractice, the court shall require the parties Lo enter into mediation, withoul
discovery or, if all parties agree,] with only limited discovery that will not interfere with the
completion of mediation within 30 days of the Initial Scheduling and Settlement Conference
(MISSC™), prior to any further litigation in an efforl to reach a settlement agreement. The early
mediation schedule shall be inchuded in the Scheduling Order following the ISSC. Unless all
parties agree, the stay of discovery shall not be iore than 30 days after the ISSC"
D.C Code § 16-2821.

To ensure compliance with this legislation, on or before the date of the ISSC, the Court will
notify all attorneys and pro se parties ol the date and time of the early mediation session and the
name of the assigned mediator. Information about the early mediation date also is avallable over
the internct at https:/wwwidecourts gowvipa’.  To facilitate this process, all counsel and pro se
parties in every medical malpractice case ate required to confer, jointly completc and sign an
EARLY MEIDMATION FORM, which must be filed ne later than ten (10) calendar days prior o the
ISSC. D.C. Codo § 16-2825 Two separate Early Mediation Forms are available.  Both forms may be
obtained at www decourts gov/medmalmediation. One form 15 to be used for early mediation with a
mediator from the multi-door medical malpractice mediator roster; the sccond form is 10 be used for
carly mediation with a privale mediator, Both forms also arc available in the Multi-Door Dispute
Resolution Office, Suite 2900, 410 E Strect, N.W, Pluintifi’s counscl is responsible for eFiling the
form and is Tequired 1o e-mail a courtesy copy Lo eatlymedmal@dcsc.gov.  FPre se Plaintiffs who
elect not to eFile may file by hand in the Multi-Door Dispule Resolution Gifice,

A roster of medical malpractice mediators available through the Coort's Multi-Door Dispute
Resolution Division, with biogeaphical information aboul each mediator, can be found at
www. decourts. gov/medmalmediation/mediatorprofiles,  All individuals on the roster are judges or
lawyers with at least 10 years of significant experience in medical malpracticc litigation,
D.C. Codc § 16-2823(n). If the parties cannat agree on a mediator, the Court will appoint one,
D.C. Code § 16-2823(b).

The following perscns are required by staiute to attend personally the Harly Mediation
Conforence: (13 all parties; {2) for parties that are not individuals, a representative with settlement
authority; (3) in cases involving an insurance company, a representative of the company with
sertloment authority; and {4) attorncys representing each party with primary responsibility for the
case. D.C. Code % 16-2824, '

No later than ten (10) days after the carly mediation session has terminated, Plaintiff must
eFile with the Court a report prepared by the mediator, including a private mediator, regarding:
(1) attendance; (2) whether a settlement was reached, or, (3)if a settlement was not reached, any
aoreements to narrow the scope of the dispuie, limit discovery, facilitate future setiloment, hold
another mediation session. or otherwise redoce the cost and tbme of tral preparation
D.C. Code§ 16-2828. Any Plainliff who is pre se may elect to file the report by hand with the Civil
Actions Branch The forms to be used for carly mediaition reports are available at
www.dccourts. govimedmalmediation,

Chisl  Judge Robert E.  Mornn

CAIO-0




